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It is already June and we are officially in
summer!

Summer is a season of rest. For school
students, it means that the school is closed for
vacation and students enjoy months of break.
Summer is also a busy season. For parents,
it means planning and carrying out travel
arrangements. At the same time, the children’'s
summer vacation is an opportunity for parents
to spend more time with their children where
they manage and enjoy family life.

our father. But at the same time, Father's Day
can remind us of our Father in Heaven and
His endless love and grace to us. Let us give
thanks together and offer Him our praise and
worship.

Speaking of Father's Day, | think of the
character in "The Book of Ruth"——Boaz. He
not only assumed the responsibility of being
a close relative, but he also became Ruth's
husband in Chapter 4. Not only that, Boaz was

also the father of Obed, and this

June in California should Eﬂ
have been extremely hot, but this
year it is different. Even in the
mid of the month, the weather is
still cool unlike in California. The
church’s Vacation Bible School
(VBS) started in such a cool and
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EE Obed was the father of Jesse, and
Jesse was the father of David.

In June, we will continue to
preach through the last chapter
of the book of Ruth. The Book
of Ruth is truly a priceless pearl
in Hebrew literature. It tells

comfortable weather, but obviously, AVE LV 3% the blessed stories of some
the enthusiasm of the teachers and e unimportant figures in the darkest
students has not diminished. EIEEB#IJE-;AIE, period of the judges. There are no

| believe that in such an HBASa ! big stories, no miracles; however,
interesting and inspiring Bible KR EISithaE! implicitly it points to an important
school, under the guidance and (2 596: 2 ) message: God is at work in the

help of the teachers and the young
teaching assistants, children can ETI

ordinary man's family.
ITE At the same time, each

learn more about the truth of God

through Bible stories, handcrafts, games and
music, and can learn more about God as well
as God's special love.

We need to pray for them all the more,
asking God to plant the seeds of revival in
the hearts of the children and the teenagers
through this one-week VBS, expecting them to
germinate, grow, and allowing them to follow
Lord’s steps all their lives...

The theme of our church for June is
still "Family". The third Sunday of June is
Father's Day, and like Mother's Day in May,
Father's Day also falls on Sunday. If we
look into history, we know that the earliest
commemoration (or celebration) of both
festivals took place in the church. Therefore,
for Christians, celebrating Mother's Day and
Father's Day can be a concrete reminder of the
commandment to "honor your parents"”.

Father's Day is an opportunity for us to
express our gratitude, respect, or thoughts to

character in the book of Ruth is
willing to shoulder responsibilities for other
family members. When they are responsible
for each other and perform their own duties
for each family member, they will finally fulfill
God's plan and demonstrate His wonders of
grace. Let us learn not only the history of
God's redemption from the book of Ruth, but
also learn to do our duty for the family and the
people.

Dear brothers and sisters, in closing |
would like to say that summer is a time of
relaxation and leisure, but we must not forget
that God is the center of our lives. Whether
we're on vacation, traveling, or enjoying our
leisure time, remember to pray, read the Bible,
and seek God's will. Let us dedicate each day
to God, keeping His Word in our hearts.

Rev. Daode Chen
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i_ni i playing "Night Rain Dy the Banana-Shadowed Window’.
In Memory of Professor Tsai ping Liang One peddler was calling “potato, hot potato” on the street.

—An Instructor, a Benefactor and a Professor Liang took out some coins and urged me to
buy two. We were enjoying our chit-chat and eating
Godfather the sweet hot potatoes together. | felt the whole body
and mind filled with warmness and sweetness. | will not

Silda Chu Arkangel forget this beautiful touching moment the rest of my life.
After | graduated from college with an English
For whatever reason, recently | have been thinking a degree, Professor Liang asked me to join his
lot of my beloved godfather, Professor Tsai-ping Liang. | International Public Relationship Company” to help him
lost my own father at 7 years old. Yet, the way Professor sort out his many valuable photos of concert documents
Liang took care of me when | was a young adult could and precious musician friends around the world. After |

not waste my “talent” doing trifles, he ushered me into
the newly established Dutch “Philip Electronics Industries
Ltd.” to be an English secretary. On 9/28 Confucius
birthday, there was a big celebration in Confucius Temple.
Professor Liang invited the Philip Electronics Company’s
president and his wife to attend the ceremony. He called
on me to be the president’s guide and translator during
the whole grand ceremony worshiping Confucius. It was
like driving a duck onto a perch, a very difficult task for
me. Yet, | learned how to entertain a VIP in English, a
very valuable experience.

| was dating my very first boyfriend seriously then.

Professor Liang certainly was a leader in two
Chinese musical instruments, Gu-zheng and Gu-chin,
both of which are traditional Chinese instruments of
the zither family. He devoted his whole life tirelessly
promoting these two instruments until his passing away
at the age of 90. He studied music at Yale University
in 1944 focusing on fusing Eastern and Western music.
When he relocated to Taiwan from Mainland China in
1949, only 2,000 people were learning Gu-zheng at the
time. However with his painstaking efforts in writing
new compositions, Gu-zheng class openings at schools,
hands-on training of students at home, as well as

’

performing tours in Europe, America, and Asia, the Gu- A year afterward, he committed an unforgivable mistake.
zheng players have reached 200,000 twenty years later | adamantly made a life changing decision to cut off the
in Taiwan. Professor Liang surely deserved all the credit. relationship completely. On that bone-chilling cold winter

night, | felt so miserable. | numbly with a broken heart
climbed on a bus heading to Professor Liang’s home. As
soon as | saw him and Mrs. Liang, | could not but burst
into tears. They comforted me for the whole evening. It
took me many months to recover. One time a Japanese
Seiko Watch Company representative came to Taiwan
promoting a business. As the chairman of International
Public Relationship Company, Professor Liang gave him
a grand welcoming party. And of course, | was asked to
entertain this representative. In appreciation of my efforts,
this rep gave me a nice watch as a gift. Professor Liang
saw this on the stage and pulled me aside later giving
me some advice: “Gin-yun (my Chinese name), | know
you have just experienced an unfortunate breakup. Yet,
be careful, especially when dealing with a businessman.
Please know how to protect yourself.” With such tender
heart and care, can one deny this as not a fatherly love?
Before | left for Chicago in 1973, Professor Liang

| do admire Professor Liang’s successes and
achievements. Yet, the thing | remember the most is all
the good deeds and acts he bestowed on me. When |
was a freshman in Providence College (it is a university
now), he came to perform Gu-zheng in my school. | had
never seen this instrument before. During that hour-long
performance, | was completely fascinated by the beauty
of this heavenly music. My ears were enchanted with
the sounds and my heart was intoxicated in the rhythms.
| was captivated for days that | decided to relate my
feelings to writing. As a result, | wrote an article named
“Enchanting Music of Gu-zheng” which was published in
Central Daily News. Later on, Professor Liang opened
a “Gu-zheng Club” in our college and asked the president
why | did not enroll since | loved this music so much.
After hearing that | could not afford a Gu-zheng as
well as the tuition, he gave me one Gu-zheng with free
lessons as well. This was the very first time he showed

me kindness. He and Mrs. Liang both were devoted wrote a recommendation letter for me. This precious
Christians. “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” letter was not only for enrolling in an advanced university,
(Acts 20:35) Although Professor Liang never said so, | but also good for job seeking. When | was studying
believe he and his wife always had this thought in their in Chicago, he went to Vancouver to perform with his
heart. This was the reason both of them had taken son who was teaching Chinese music in Vancouver
care of me throughout the years. In my senior year, | University. After that, he came to America for several
performed one Gu-zheng piece welcoming the visiting concert performances around U.S. | accompanied
Cardinal Yu-pin. | consider it a great honor. him performing two Gu-zheng pieces in Northwestern

University. In 1976 when | was in Los Angeles, | also
played a few pieces with him in UCLA. What glorious
experiences!

| was near sighted during college years. Professor
Liang found out and asked me why | was not wearing
glasses. My parents passed away early and so attending

a private C0||ege was a|ready almost out of my reach. Each time he VI_SI.ted L.A., he Stayed with our famlly.
After hearing this, he quickly put NTD$300 in my hand He brought an exquisite Gu-zheng for me. There were
and urged me to get a pair. | was embarrassed, but he colorful shiny seashells imbedded on the top of the
insisted on it. So, | got a free pair of spectacles. During instrument. At the bottom of the Gu-zheng he composed
summer and winter vacations, Professor Liang asked me and engraved a nice poem with my Chinese name on it.
to teach all his entry level Gu-zheng students and gave He said this would be the one for me to teach students
me all the learning fees to help with my college tuition. | with. | have 8 items from Professor Liang that | displayed
should say | graduated from Providence College on time all over my home: Gu-zheng, his calligraphies, paintings,
because of his help. and two Ming Dynasty antique flower vases. Every day
Besides allowing me to teach his junior students, when | pass these memorable treasures, they make me
Professor Liang continually instructed me with some nostalgic. _ _
more difficult Gu-zheng pieces for free. There was one ___Aifter | got married with two sons, once Professor
scene implanted in my mind forever. It was one chilly Liang came to visit and told me he would like me to be

afternoon and the rain was pouring outside while we were his goddaughter. | was very touched and emotional.
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After so many years of his looking after me, he was way
qualified to be my godfather. Recently as | have been
reviewing all our correspondence and his music books,
| discovered that his mother went to Lord when he was
17, the same year as my mother did! | suddenly realized
that he must have had the same sentimental sad feelings
toward me when he heard about my mother. “Therefore,
be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in
love as Christ loved us...” (Ephesians 5:1,2) | believe my
godfather adhered to this doctrine to nurture the younger
generations.

My life has benefited by Professor Liang profoundly.
Thus, | must give back something to our society. Often,
| hear from my hubby Ridam reminiscing his yearlong
service in Vietnam. It touches my soul hearing those
brave soldiers sacrificing their lives or losing their arms
or legs. | have decided to contribute all my donations
to Disabled American Veterans for 40 years so far.
“Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you: do ye even so to them ...” (Mathew
7:12) This June is the month of Father’s Day as well as
my godfather’s 23rd death anniversary. | want to express
my gratitude and love to commemorate a great Christian
who is in heaven with our dear Father now.

In Memory of My Father,
Kuok Seng Lee

Charles Lee

In July 2018, my parents and my second sister's
family came to the US to visit me. One month before
coming to the States, my father went to the hospital
for a physical examination. He had not had a medical
examination for two years. As a result of this physical
examination, it was found that his prostate-specific
antigen (PSA) index was 13 (normal value is below 4
ng/ml), which was seriously beyond the threshold. My
father initially could not accept the result and asked for
another PSA test. Nevertheless, the second test result,
which was 15, was even worse than the first one. The
doctor stated that my father's prostate cancer was very
aggressive and turned out different from the typical
prostate cancer. As the departure date for the US trip
was approaching, the doctor arranged Lucrin injection
for my father, a drug that works by suppressing certain
hormones, including testosterone in the body.

Things happened so unexpectedly that not only my
father, but also my mother, my siblings, and myself were
devastated and disappointed. Considering my father's
health condition, we had to cancel many of the planned
trips in the US, including the Yosemite trip that my sister
had originally planned. My father had always wanted
to visit New York and see the Statue of Liberty. | was
certain we had to keep that trip. | thank God that | was
able to bring my parents to the east coast for a week,
and fulfilled his dream. Although my father often felt
physically tired, he was still excited whenever he visited
a scenic spot. When we took a boat excursion to get a
close-up look at the Statue of Liberty, | recall when my
father learned how to take photos with his own phone for
the first time.

Back in Malaysia, my father had a CT scan. The CT
report findings were not encouraging as expected. The
cancer cells showed signs of spreading and had already
spread to his cervical spine. The doctors determined that
my father's prostate cancer had spread and that surgery

to remove it was not an option. Therefore, my father
continued to receive Lucrin injections every three months
in 2019. Even though he was ill at the time, my father
never stopped praying and looking up to God. His daily
life was generally normal, except for periodic visits to the
hospital for check-out. In order for my father to maintain
a healthy weight since he would need to be weighed
every time he visited the hospital, my mother worked
incredibly hard to prepare meals for him daily. During the
pandemic, God was especially gracious to my father and
protected him from contracting the Corona virus.

One year later, the curative effect of Lucrin injection
was not satisfactory, and the PSA index did not drop.
The doctor decided to use chemotherapy as the next
phase. My father did not refuse the doctor's proposal,
instead, he actively cooperated with the new treatment
plan. My father now had to visit the hospital about every
two to three weeks for chemotherapy, as opposed to
just once every three months for the Lucrin injection
treatment. In addition, he had to get blood draws
and take chemotherapy supplements. The hospital
also mandated COVID testing for patients during the
pandemic, which took up the majority of his time. His
cancer journey was full of challenges and hardships. He
went through a long and arduous treatment process, but
he never gave up. Whether facing side effects, pain,
or frailty, he always cooperated in the treatment with a
positive attitude. During his battle with cancer, our family
united as one and tried our best to provide spiritual
support and health care for my father, making him feel
warm and loved. We shared many precious moments
together, sharing laughters and tears.

My father underwent a total of three cycles of
chemotherapy, each of which required 10 injections of
chemo drugs. At the conclusion of the last cycle, all
medications had been exhausted. The doctor personally
told my father that his fighting spirit was like that of a
warrior on the battlefield. He fought to the end with
astonishing perseverance, which only few people can
achieve. My father did continue to inquire the doctor
about what alternative medications he could receive, but
the doctor urged my father to suspend the chemotherapy
because it would only do more harm than good. The
doctor advised using pain management at home, or
hospice care as it is more generally known. This took
place in September 2022. Since then, my father had
become gradually weaker, unable to eat, and relied
mostly on a tiny amount of Ensure milk powder for
sustaining while spending most of his time in bed.

| am grateful that the pandemic was ending and
that | had a chance to visit my father twice in 2022 - in
July and in October respectively. Because of the travel
distance, every time | returned home in Malaysia, |
made an effort to spend as much time as | could with my
father, and | also encouraged and supported my mother.
Although my father's physical condition was deteriorating
daily, his mental clarity was unimpaired. Despite having
mobility issues in the later years, he made no attempt
to abdicate his position as the family's head. He was
extremely clear about everything in the family, no matter
how big or small, and he made sure to explain to us
how to handle each issue one at a time, including the
funeral arrangements. On February 21, 2023 at 3:15
a.m. Pacific Standard Time (PST), my father was freed
from his suffering on earth, called by the Lord, and was
taken back to his heavenly home. My wife and | with our
kids flew to Malaysia the same day with heavy hearts to
attend my father's memorial service.

Even though my father is no longer with us, | will
always cherish the memories | have of him. My father
was very family-oriented and raised our four siblings with
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my mother. | am the youngest, with two older sisters and
an older brother. Although my father was bedridden later
in the year, he still cared deeply about my mother, and
often asked her if she had enough money. He added
that he would love dining out with my mother if he felt
better, nonetheless that never happened. My father
attached great importance to the education of our siblings,
and saved up money to invest in our education. After
graduating from university, | went to graduate school by
paying on my own. After graduation, my parents sent
me some money as a reward. After | landed my first job
and started working, | attempted multiple times to get
my California Registered Professional Civil Engineer
License but failed multiple times. Every time | failed an
exam, my father would tell me, "Yang, you have worked
hard. It is not easy for you to take care of your family and
prepare for the exam outside of work." His words were
the greatest encouragement to me, and gave me hope.
My main source of motivation is my father's attitude of
perseverance in his battle against cancer. Observing
his tenacity, | reminded myself that | needed to put in
extra effort. We support one another, and | eventually
succeeded on the exam and received my license. My
father was overjoyed and pleased. | scanned the
certificate for him at his request, and he printed it off and
kept it.

Thank God that my Father is a believer, Jesus has
already prepared for him an eternal home in heaven,
and personally came to take him back to his heavenly
home. Although | am heartbroken and missed him, | am
confident that we will meet again in heaven. Dear father,
you valiantly battled the cancer to the very end, and for
that | will always be grateful. Dad, you are my hero, and
your spirit will always shine in my memory and inspire
me to move forward in my life. Your courage will always
inspire me to be a better and stronger person. Dad, you
are my role model and mentor, and | will strive to be a
person who makes you proud.

I love you, Dad!

Charles

Abba, Father
Pastor Lou Kai

No matter ancient or modern, Chinese or foreign,
when children are babbling, calling their parents is often
the first thing they learn. In many languages and dialects,
they call their fathers “Dad”. As far as the author is
concerned, my mother is from Suzhou province and my
father from the city of Hangzhou. As the saying goes,
"there is heaven above, and Su-Hang below," referring to
the heavenly sceneries in those places. When | was a
child, I called my father Dad. The Beijingers call theirs
"Papa", the Sichuanese "Papa", the Cantonese "Aba",

SRiE
and the Taiwanese also call theirs "Abba".

In fact, as early as 2,000 years ago, Jesus of
Nazareth also used "Abba" to address His Father. In
the Garden of Gethsemane, when Jesus faced the bitter
cup of the cross, he said: "Abba, Father, all things are
possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not
what | will, but what you will.” (Mark 14:36)

"Abba" is an intimate term for father in the Aramaic
language that was popular in the time of the Lord Jesus,
and it is a term used when father and son reveal their
true feelings.

Paul uses the same call twice in the New Testament.
In his epistle to the Roman believers, he wrote: "The
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that
you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received
brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we
cry, ‘Abba, Father." (Romans 8:15). In his letter to the
believers in Galatia, he wrote: "Because you are his sons,
God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a
slave, but God's child; and since you are his child, God
has made you also an heir." (Galatians 4:6 ). "Abba"
is not only a call of deep love for the father, but also a
sincere expression of the spirit's moving in the hearts of
the believers, and it is naturally blurted out in prayer. The
Lord Jesus cried out in this way, and the believers should
also cry out in this way.

The Lord taught His disciples to pray when He was
on earth, and He also teaches us to pray today. The
prayer to the Father is as follows:

"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from the evil. For yours
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen!'
(Matthew: 6:9-13)

The Bible describes our God as "Father of Orphans'
(Psalm: 68:5), "My Father" (Psalm: 89:26), "Eternal
Father" (Isaiah: 9:6), " Father of Glory" (Ephesians 1:17).
Our heavenly Father who loves us sent His beloved Son
Jesus to die on the cross for our sins, so that those who
believe in Him will not perish, but will have eternal life!

| still remember one of my father's wishes for me
was to have a garden for him where he could spend his
later years in peace. It is a pity that he did not live long
enough, and | regret not being able to fulfill my filial piety.
Today, my only hope is to do my part in preaching the
Gospel of my heavenly Father in my lifetime and to make
my heavenly "Abba" happy.

Editor's Note: This article was published by Pastor Lou
Kai in "Letter of Dawn" in 1995
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