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My Father’ s Final Week

Christine King
Vivien King Steinman

My father Chia Cheng King passed away on November
18, 2022. He was well, able to perform self-care as usual
until 11/12/2022.

| received a call that he was extremely weak, unable
to walk without help. | immediately called the ambulance to
take him in for medical evaluation. My husband and | met
him at the hospital, since we were coming from our house
an hour away.

After many diagnostic tests, the doctors said that he
did not have a stroke, no heart attack, and no cancer. The
only problem was his red blood cell count was extremely
low, causing low blood pressure, low energy and sleepiness.
Doctors knew he was probably bleeding internally, into
his digestive system. However, there is no easy way of

Tocating the source of the bleed nor fixing the bleed without
introducing significant risk.

My father and | have had many conversations about
end-of-life medical care. He had always insisted that if
doctor(s) could not guarantee restoration of his ability to
eat and to have a clear mind, then do nothing. He did not
want any heroic medical procedures, unless the doctors can
guarantee a cure. While most of the time he was asleep,
he did wake up long enough one day at the hospital for me
to ask him if he was in pain or if he had any discomfort and
he said no. He wanted to go home. Doctors recommended
Hospice Care. While we were still planning, he had a major
bleed during the night and he passed away peacefully in
his sleep; after a total of 6 days of hospitalization. It all
happened so quickly.

Three and a half weeks later, on December 14, 2022,
he was buried next to my mother at Oakwood Memorial
Cemetery, a private immediate family only affair.

October 30th weekend, he stayed at our house. We
had our annual pumpkin carving party where he carved a
pumpkin, ate well, and had a lot of fun. We also went to
the pumpkin patch and Redondo Beach pier with his great
granddaughter. It was very festive, a wonderful weekend,
the last time we had fun with him. One week after that, his
great grandson was born, who is named after him. At the
hospital, my father was able to see the video of his great
grand baby and family members sending in greetings on
video and zoom calls. | believe he knew it was time and he
was at peace.

| apologize for not having relevant contact info, to
notify you all; and it was also an extremely busy time of the
year. Please accept my sincere gratitude for taking care of
my father's spiritual wellbeing for so many years. We are so
grateful for his conversion to Christianity and for the church
to have performed his Baptism.

This was the Lord answering my mother's payer.

My father and mother are now together at peace with
God.
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