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7 Editor’s Note N\

This issue of the Newsletter has the honor to share with the readers the spiritual journey of Sister Silda Arkangel in the
church over the years. Sister Silda, Brother Ridam, and their sons Jaming and Jaway have been serving in the English
ministry of the church for many years. Many families in the church English ministry consist of English-speaking husbands
and Chinese-speaking wives. With love and curiosity, the brothers and sisters in the Mandarin Congregation wanted
to understand the lives of the Chinese-speaking sisters in the English Congregation, and their experience and thoughts.
With these in mind, the editor approached Silda on one Sunday at the church lunch table and proposed to her the idea of
writing an essay. Silda accepted the challenge with pleasure but was worried that her Chinese that she had not been using,
especially in writing, for many years might have gotten rusted, and she might not be able to express herself at will. To her
surprise, she wrote with ease. Her thoughts flew out from her pen like torrents. Her written Chinese that has not been used
for many years turned out to be still fluent. In Silda's narrative, you can see the ups and downs of the English Ministry of
the church, how God's grace has come to the English Ministry over the years, providing shepherds, gathering sheep, raising
up co-workers, and making the gospel prosper again. July is the month of Missions. In her essay , we also see how an
eager sister attempted to evangelize but had ended in scaring away a would-be believer in a matter of minutes (See second
half of My Road to God in the next issue). She lamented that passion in evangelism alone is not enough and it also requires
wisdom. Silda, who majored in English in college, is one of the few Chinese in the church professionally gifted in the
English language. At the suggestion of the editor, Silda rewrote her manuscript in English so her testimonies could be
shared among English readers today. Silda's journey made us see how a mother in Christ brought her two children to God
from an early age, let them enter a church school, encouraged them to participate in various activities of the church, grew
up in the love and teachings of the Lord. When dealing with the two daughters-in-law, Silda also set an example and put
family first, breaking up the tough and difficult barrier of "mother-in-law relationship" that has stood in the way of harmony
in the Chinese families for thousands of years. When family is in harmony, everything prospers. Silda's My Road to God
was written two years ago in March 2020. Due to the pandemic, the release of her testimonies was upheld until this day.

Taking this opportunity, the Editor encourages the sisters of the "Inter-Cultural Fellowship" to pick up their pens and
share their thoughts and visions over the years, the experiences of their belief in God and how they were saved, their own
versions of "My Road to God", and even their daily life. Writing down the trivialities and bits and pieces of the blessings
of the Lord in your life to share them with the readers is an important way to express thanks to Lord and give back the love
of the Lord that has come to your family over the years. In Silda's simple words: "This is what I should do to serve the

Lord. "

o

J

My Road to God (1)
Silda Chu Arkangel

| was born in a small northeastern city in
Taiwan named Yi-lan. The people of my hometown
were simple and honest. During my growing up
years, there were waves of rice fields against blue
skies and white clouds. There were no such things
as traffic jams or air pollution. Ninety-nine percent
of the folks were Buddhists including my own
parents and older siblings. There was only one
Catholic church in the whole town. When December
came, a friend and | would run to the church to get
Christmas cards. We just loved the beautiful cards
but had absolutely no understanding of what those
cards meant. When | was 13 years old, a neighbor
who was hired by a theater painted a big advertising
billboard. On the board there was a poor man on

a cross with nails piercing into his hands and feet.

Blood was streaming down horribly and | was totally
in awe. My neighbor told me this unfortunate man
was Jesus Christ. That was the first time | ever
heard our dear Lord’'s name. In the same year, my
best friend Wang Min-yi died of meningitis at 11
years of age. | was heartbroken. Suddenly | started
praying. My father passed away when | was very
young, and my self-taught prayer always began like
this: “God, Dad, and Min-yi ...” Can you believe this
from a little girl who had never heard about Lord and
now started praying to God? This prayer stuck with
me for many decades. | believe the seeds of faith
were already planted in me by our Christ.

During the summer when | was 17, | stayed
with my sister in Taipei. A friend of my age took me
to a Christian church for the first time. During those
days the brothers and sisters of the congregation
were still sitting separately on different sides of
the aisles. | fell in love right away with the choir’s
singing. | loved music and thought their voices
were spectacular. So the whole summer, besides
preparing for college entrance exams, | went to
church every Sunday with my friend. The quiet
atmosphere of the church, the serene music of the
organ, and the heavenly sound from the choir were
pleasing and comforting. In three months, before
the summer ended, | was baptized.

After high school graduation and having gone
through the rigors of college entrance exams, |
finally landed at Western Language Department in
Providence College (now Providence University)
located in the city of Taichung. This was a Catholic
women’s university. Most of the professors were
either American nuns or French priests. This was
the first time | encountered Western education and
Catholic doctrines. These four years of college
education with English language training had a great
impact on my life. Due to my attending Yi-lan Girls
Elementary School, the only girls elementary school
in Taiwan, my friends loved to tease me that after 16
years in an all female school, | had been fortunate
not having become a Buddhist nun or Catholic sister.

After college graduation, | was ambitious and
wanted to seek my future in the United States.
However, having lost my father at age seven
and my mother at seventeen, and all four of my
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older brothers and one older sister having been
married with their own families to look after, | did
not have the financial means to go out into the
world. | decided to work for a couple of years to
save NTD20,000 enough to purchase a one-way
airplane ticket to America. Before | left for the U.S.,
| went to all my five siblings and asked them for
help toward a fund just enough to cover the tuition
of the first semester in an American college. At the
last minute at the airport, my sisters-in-law were still
trying to persuade me to stay in Taiwan and work as
a “senior English secretary”, find someone to marry,
have babies, and live a comfortable life. | told them
Taiwan was too small for me and | really wanted to
see the outside world. | was full of expectations
flying to Chicago and enrolled in an American
university. The next two years | experienced all
sorts of hardships and adversities. In hindsight |
believe that was just like Job who suffered all the
misfortunes, but never wavered in his faith that God
rewarded him multiple fortunes in the end. “After
Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored
his fortunes and gave him twice as much as he
had before.” (Job 42:10) After struggling for a few
years, | still maintained my faith that our dear Father
bestowed upon me with double blessings in the
future.

Imagine a 24-year-old young woman traveling
eight thousand miles to America alone. Besides no
relatives, friends, money, status, nor boyfriend, etc.,
| had to study and work at the same time to support
myself. Also, | was like a big tree being pulled
from a tropical Island into a windy and snowy city,
with seven months of dark skies and sometimes
temperature as low as -10°F. After the winter, |
applied for a university in Los Angeles. Thus, |
finally settled down in this pleasant and sunny city.
During these two years of work/study period, the
sisters and brothers from the church more or less
helped me overcome many obstacles and difficulties.

Although my fluency in English benefited me
in many ways in an English-speaking country, |
realized there was barely any chance | could be
a “senior English secretary” in the U.S., as much
as in Taiwan. Therefore, | decided to take several
basic accounting courses in order to survive in this
foreign country. During this time, | met a classmate
named “Ridam” who was born and educated in
Hawaii. This was “love at the first sight”, | guess.
We got engaged in two months and married four
months later, just as swift as a lightning bolt |
would say. Some people had doubts about a quick
marriage like that. However, we have been married
for more than 40 years so far. We both worked in
the accounting and financial fields our entire lives.
Ten years ago, Ridam from an English company as
a financial controller and | as a Senior Accountant
from Bank of America, we both retired at the same
time.

Within four years of marriage, our two sons,
Jaming and Jaway, were born. It was not easy for
me as an immigrant trying to survive in the U.S.
with a young family. For many years we struggled
to make our ends meet. For a long while we
remained “CE Christians” (only attending church on

Christmas and Easter). In 1996 my younger son
Jaway, who was taking a few AP classes in high
school, felt a spiritual need in his heart and asked if
| could take him to church. | was quite happy that
my two sons’ attendance in a Christian elementary
school turned out with a positive result. Through
the recommendation of John Yen, a good friend
of Jaway, Jaway and | went to Mandarin Baptist
Church of San Fernando Valley (MBCSFV). On that
first Sunday morning at 10:00, we joyfully stepped
in this church. Sister Sherry Lu was preaching in
Mandarin. Jaway could not understand what the
preacher was saying. It was not polite to withdraw
in the middle of the service, and | told him since we
had already been there, might as well appreciate
the serene atmosphere in the church. That turned
out to be a good start. Since then, my two sons
started to attend the English worship services at
MBCSFV. They also joined the youth orchestra
playing the violin. As for me, this is the 24th year
since | worshipped in this church. Due to the fact
that | majored in English, Pastors Alex Yuen and
Daniel Hsu many times asked me to help in the
church bi-lingual translations between Chinese
and English. Since my husband and | retired, we
have spent more time serving the church in various
capacities: prayer leader, worship leader, greeters,
ushers, teachers for high-schoolers, helpers in
children’s Sunday school, AWANA, VBS, etc. We
feel proud to be able to serve our Father.

(To be continued next issue)
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