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Pastor Hsu’s note: This article is written by Michael
Li in remembrance of his beloved mother. She
passed away in her sleep on April 27. This article is
not just a eulogy but also a very inspiring testimony.
Let us pray for Michael and his family be comforted
by God’s love and promise that we will have His

glorious palace as our heavenly home.

Be Joyful always,
Pray without Ceasing
—— In remembrance of my dear mom

Michael Li

Many years ago, a lady dialed a wrong
numMany years ago, a lady dialed a wrong
number and reached our home back in
Taiwan. My mom picked up the phone and
started a conversation that lasted for more
than an hour. During that phone call, mom
invited this lady to our church. Later on,
this lady not only joined our church, but
also became mom’s partner in spreading
the gospel and a life-long friend. From this
story, | see many wonderful characters of
my mom. First of all, she is a good disciple
of Jesus, joyfully spreading the Gospel
whenever there is an opportunity. Secondly,
she is so friendly and relatable so that even
a stranger could chat with her on the phone
for more than one hour. Thirdly, my mom
is very sincere so that this lady was willing
to accept my mom's invitation to come to
church, and became mom‘s coworker to
further the Kingdom. Sometimes, | would
have moments of reflection and ask myself:
Do | have the same kind of passion like my
mom to spread the gospel? Am | friendly,
available, and approachable like her? Can
| be so sincere and caring to a stranger?
There is so much | could learn from her!

Mom was a country girl. For her whole
life, she kept all the wonderful characters
from the country to be pure hearted, friendly,
kind, and diligent. She became my father’s
good helper right after they got married. |
remember when my father first started his
printing company, he needed help at the
front desk to deal with some customers
who were tough negotiators. Dad was
concerned that some customers might take
advantage of mom. However, because

mom was so sincere and friendly, many
customers liked her and trusted her with
their printing projects. Mom played a very
important role in the growth of father’s
printing business. Mom had such sweet
personality that many customers became
my parents’ good friends.

My mom was not only a good helper for
dad’s career, but she was also a virtuous
mother. Her wonderful characters have a
profound impact on her children.

My brother learned from my mom to be
loyal, faithful, diligent, and strong. Because
of these characters, he was promoted to
management position at Taiwan Power
Company. For years, he cared about the
well-being of the family. On our family chat
room, he always posted many videos or
presentations about staying healthy so that
family could benefit from them. He also
constantly took charge of family gatherings
or outings so that we could all enjoy the
warmth of this big family! After father
passed away, he became the cornerstone
of the family. No matter what happened,
with him around, we had an anchor. | have
always respected my brother since | was
young, for he truly loves his family. He is an
honorable man without evil thoughts in his
heart.

My sister learned from my mom to be
optimistic, kind, good, patient, and loving.
After dad passed away, my sister and her
husband took over dad’s printing company.
They had their shares of growth and
challenges. But no matter what happened,
they kept working hard and helping each
other. When mom got sick, my sister took
her in and watched over her 24 hours a
day. This was a physically and mentally
exhausting work and true labor of love!
Whenever | had a chance to talk to mom,
she would always praise God for blessing
her with such a wonderful daughter! Praise
God for blessing us with such a wonderful
sister!

The most important lesson that | learned
from mom is to follow Jesus. Mom went
through ups and downs, joy and sorrows in
her life. But no matter what happened, she
continued to follow God. She committed
herself to be Jesus’ disciple to bring people
to Christ. In fact, mom is the one who
introduced Jesus to me. | want to follow
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mom'‘s great example to be a worthy
disciple of Jesus. May God's grace be with
our family so that we could all trust Him and
follow Him.

One of mom’s favorite hymns was “Be
Joyful always, Pray without Ceasing”. This
hymn comes from first Thessalonians
chapter 5 verses 16 to 18: “Be joyful always,
pray without ceasing, give thanks always”.
This passage shows us three important
principles:

1. Be joyful always: It is easy to
be joyful when everything is going well.
However, during the suffering, it is another
story. Bible teaches us, regardless of the
circumstances, we need to be joyful always.
Mom loves to quote this Bible verse: “A
joyful heart is the best medicine” (Proverbs
17:22). Indeed, a joyful heart can cure any
disease, any pain or any bitterness in our
life.

2. Pray without ceasing: Mom enjoyed
praying and prayed all the time. She prayed
for our family every day. Mom's prayer had
a very unique style - she loved to call on
Lord’s name. When she prayed, she would
often say: “Lord Jesus! My Lord Jesus!
Oh, my Lord Jesus...... " In mom’s prayers,
| could tell that she had such a loving
relationship with Jesus! | am so thankful
that God bless us with the privilege to pray!
Praise God that through the prayers, mom
could get close to God to receive grace and
blessing.

3. Give thanks always: Whether our
live is good or bad, we must give thanks
to God for his grace. For God's plan is so
wonderfully perfect! We must praise God
and follow Jesus every day! That's what
mom did in her entire life!

Sometimes when mom felt pain in her
body, we would sing this hymn together.
We would sing it over and over again. As
we continue to sing, mom would start
smiling. After we finished the hymn, we
would then pray together. These are such

sweet memories! Praise God for giving us
this bible passage! Praise God for blessing
us with this hymn!

| truly believe that mom is now resting
in God’s loving arms, enjoying all the
goodness of heaven! Mom followed Jesus
all of her life. Lord Jesus has prepared a
wonderful place for her. | sincerely hope
that one day, our whole family would reunite
with mom in heaven.

Mom, by that time | will give you a BIG,
BIG hug and say: “mom, | miss you so much
and | love you so much! ”
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