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Beloved, thank you for the outpouring of love
and support over the last two years in our journey with
cancer. Donna is in hospice care now and has entered
into her final stage of life here on earth. But we know
that death is not final, and our Heavenly Father awaits her
homecoming so He may welcome her into His presence
by saying, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.”
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I am sitting by her bedside as we reminisce over
our life together, and we are grateful to be surrounded by
such a loving church to walk with us through this season.
It maybe days or perhaps weeks, but when the Lord calls,
she is ready, and longing to meet Him face to face.
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We continue to pray, “Lord, your kingdom come,

your will be done.”
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Over the years, we have had moments where we
would just break into spontaneous dancing. A song
would come on the radio while she was cooking dinner,
and suddenly, the kitchen floor became a ballroom dance
floor with God as our only audience. No one would not
call either of us dancers, but the moment we embrace and
step in unison, we epitomize the best and often forgotten
part of marriage... being one! Sometimes our dance was
on display, like at a wedding, but most often, it was just

us.
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Nearing the end of her life, we dance together yet
again. But this dance is of a different kind, for she is
weak and no longer able to complete some of the most
simple tasks, such as walking to the bathroom. So... we

dance.
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After sitting up on the edge of the bed and catching
her breath, the dance begins. I lift her up into my arms
and walk backwards, leading her in small steps a short
distance away. In our minds, it feels like a lifetime. Not
in a way that is cumbersome, but in a way that I do not
want the dance to end. I do not want the song to stop!

So... we dance.
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In my arms, I am holding the best part of me. She
is the one who led me in so many ways. She taught me
what forgiveness looks like. She modeled grace unlike
anyone [ have known. She showed everyone how to love
unconditionally - me most of all. So... we dance.
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Since this cancer journey began two years ago, our
motto has been “one day at a time.” We prayed every
night thanking God for another day. We have cried out
to Him for a hopeful tomorrow. That has been our dance
with the Father. Where He leads; we have followed.
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Our dance has no name. It is not famous like the
tango or waltz, but it is our dance. It is the dance that
God gave us. It has not always been a perfect dance. We
have stumbled. We have tripped. We have stepped on
each other’s toes more than we care to admit, but it has
been a perfect dance for us despite all our imperfections.
To us, our dance has never been a performance to be
judged by others, but an inner peace and intimacy,
knowing we were becoming more and more as one. So...
we dance.
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We do not know when, but our
last dance will come soon.
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Mandarin Baptist Church of San Fernando Valley
9124 Zelzah Ave. Northridge, CA 91325
Tel: (818) 280-5271

Website: www.mbcsfv.org
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