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MBCSFV THEOLOGICAL POSITION PAPER ON

DOING BUSINESS IN THE CHURCH AND THE
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

1. The purpose of the church is to worship the true
God, spread the gospel, nurture disciples, and foster
mutual help among Christians. We must make our best
effort to preserve this pure purpose and to prevent any
other purpose or attempts from adulterating this purpose.
A church is where believers of Christ worship God and
exchange simple communications. For these reasons, the
church should adhere to the scriptural principle stated in 1
Corinthians 10:23 (ESV):

“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful.
“All things are lawful,” but not all things build up.

Brothers and sisters cannot conduct business
activities in church activities and venues or using any
church's resources (e.g. church directories, email groups,
social networks, and information exchange platforms -
WhatsApp, LINE, WeChat, etc.).

2. Brothers and sisters should not actively promote
products or services to one another and the seeker friends.
If someone takes the initiative to inquire, they can talk at
other times and places according to the principle of mutual
help. Brothers and sisters who accept products or services
should also be aware that those who provide services may
not be disadvantaged.

3. The multi-level marketing MLM/direct selling
activities which focus on recruiting members to the scheme
are easy to overlap with the interpersonal networks of
the church. Therefore, no matter how good the products
and services are, the pure relationship between brothers
and sisters will be compromised. The believers will lose
their mutual trust. Thus, church leaders (pastors, deacons,
Sunday school teachers, ministry leaders, fellowship and
small group leaders and co-workers, and their spouses)
should try to avoid MLM/direct sales. The brothers and

.a; {;ﬁ‘i YRS k_m%
~ “E‘..A )
\’m\-"ﬁ'; N

~

lrm\-

x4

ak

By

sisters who engage in MLM/direct sales must be careful
not to use the relationship between the members, through
caring and evangelizing opportunities, as a platform for
MLM/direct marketing activities. For example, inviting
people to have a meal at home and then to conduct MLM/
direct sales activities.
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Mandarin Baptist Church of San Fernando Valley
9124 Zelzah Ave. Northridge, CA 91325
Tel: (818) 727-2220

Website: www.mbcsfv.org



