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Eulogy for My Mother

Stephen Yao

It is incredibly tough to summarize the life
of a parent, especially one so beloved who left
us before her time. You can double the degree
of difficulty due to sobbing uncontrollably while
poring over her old photo albums to assemble the
slideshow you see before you today.

Victoria Yao, my mother, was my rock and
the emotional core of the Yao household.

You may have known her as a sister, cousin,
best friend, church mate, the lady with the snacks,
or Vicki with the good hair.

I’ ve been told stories about how she al-
ways volunteered for every committee, eff usively
praised others, made great snacks, and freely
shared credit for accomplishments.

To me, she was always loving and supremely
capable. From as far back as I could remember,
whenever I had a problem, I could run over, tug
on her sleeve, and she would give me a hug and
tell me everything would be better. This led to
many sleepless nights for her during my elemen-
tary school years. I distinctly recall her building
a 3-D paper tugboat for one of my art projects,

assembling a science fair diorama on bird flight,
and writing a report on the Yao family tree.

Looking back, it must have been extremely
hard on her to help me cover for my procrastina-
tion, but she did it without complaint. No matter
how long the night ran, she would drop me off at
school the next morning, head to work, and pick
me up with a smile on her face in the evening. As
I grew older and started staying later and later af-
ter school for sports ot academic teams, she would
without fail, be there to collect me with that same
unwavering smile.

It is said that some children get made fun of
for having their moms dress them. For the first
decade of my life, I got made fun of whenever my
mom didn ’ t dress me. For a two-month period
while Mom was in Shanghai visiting her parents,
I recall my Dad putting together my outfits and
trying to cut my hair. After ending up with the
most unfortunate mushroom cut a 10-year-old
could wear, Mom made sure she was the only one
cutting my hair from that point forward.

It was her warmth and attention to detail
that turned an empty house into a home. You
could see her touches in every square inch, wheth-
er it was the carefully selected artwork and fur-
niture, well maintained plants, ot delicious home
cooked meals. While I ” ve been a New Yorker
for almost half my life now, I looked forward to
visiting every Christmas to stock up on her food
and encouragement. It ’ s incredible how spend-
ing two weeks with her has kept me crawling back
into the office after the New Year ’ s for over a
decade now.

It pained me to see her so physically dimin-
ished by her battle with cancer, but her kind-
ness remained steadfast on even the wotst days.
Whenever she saw me look down, she would try
to cheer me up by stating that I would be alright
and that we would meet again. It was our nightly
ritual and something that really encouraged me to
keep going during these last few dark months.

Mom, while times are very difficult right now,
it is thanks to the love with which you raised me
that I know I will persevere.

[

And yes, this is not a “ goodbye”, but a “ see
»
you later”.
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Loving Memories
Jack Yao

Good Afternoon, dear family and friends
of my mom Victoria Yao. I was truly blessed to
be her son. When I was younger, sometimes my
friends would come over to my house and they
would always say, “ Jack, why is your mom so
nice?” And I would just shrug and say that ” s just
the way she is. At the time, I didn ” t really un-
derstand how lucky I was. Here is something my
mom used to do. When I was a teenager, I used to
like to sleep in on days when I didn ’ t have school
the next day. Since my room was right on top of
the garage, my mom would take a broomstick and
tap the handle repeatedly against the garage ceil-
ing if she felt like I was oversleeping. Please mom,
can ’ t you just let me sleep in a little longer?

My mom was extremely diligent in her tasks.
She spent the vast majority of her career as a hair
dresser/ beautician working for a family owned
shop called Citicuts. She told me that if you sat
in her chair for a hair cut, she was going to give
you her full attention and the best hair cut that
she could provide. And it was the same for every-
thing that she did, whether it was taking care of
the plants around the house, dancing, singing, ot
preparing some kind of dessert for church.

My mama was a humble being. Sometimes
she would talk to me about how capable or how
gifted this person or that petson was. And in my
mind I would think, “ Why are you always think-
ing so highly about so and so? Like, you are also
pretty great yourself.” Later on I realized that
she exemplified Philippians 2:3: Be humble, always
thinking of others as better than yourself.
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My mom loved us. Every single day was
precious once we learned of her diagnosis. Every
motrning after breakfast, my mom would go sit in
her reclining chair in the living room, and then
I would go and massage her feet. During this
time, my mom would share her thoughts with me
or smile as she scrolled through her messages on
WeChat. The inpouring of encouragement and
prayers from friends would often bring tears to
her eyes. Every night after dinner, my mom and
dad would read and talk about the bible passage
of the day, and then me and my brother would
give my mom a big hug before she settled in for
the night. As time went on, she would become
more and more tired, but she always put on a
strong face for me and my brother. I would only
really know how she was truly feeling from small
glimpses of her here and there. Throughout it all,
she continued to plead to God in prayer asking
Him to protect and to take care of her children.

My mom is with the Lord now. Sometimes,
I ask the LLord to pass this message to my mom,
Please tell her I love her, and don ’ t worry about
us so much. Because your prayers for us were
heard. Thank you so much mom, may the Lotrd
pour out his blessings upon you.
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Her Smile

Though her smile is gone forever

And her hand we cannot touch

We still have so many memories

Of the one we loved so much.

Her memory is now our keepsake

Which with we ’ 1l never part.

God has her in her keeping

We have her in our heart.

Sadly missed, but never forgotten.

(Emily Guo — Agape Fellowship)
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I met Aunt Vicky when I was in elementary
school and the first impression I had was “ wow
she ” s so sweet and kind”. That still holds true
till this day. She watched me grow up and always
off ered me words of encouragement or praise.
She was the only aunt that was able to converse
with me in English and that helped me build a
bond with her that I will always cherish. She
helped my mom through some tumultuous times
by showing her the path of God. That changed
my mom ~ s life forever and just seeing their
friendship bloom even more after makes me so
happy and grateful that Aunt Vicky was able
to do that for her. I know she is with God and
looking down from above with that warm smile
she always had. Thank you and you ’ re forever
in my heart.
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