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Roger Hsu

Prior to the retreat, [ had been
attending MBC for about a year. [ would
show up for English service, drop my son
off in the kid' s program, listen to the
sermon and then leave quietly after lunch.
For various reasons, [ was keeping my
involvement in the church as low-key as
possible and my relations with others at an
arm’ s length. I guess I' ve always been a
bit of an independent spirit who sometimes
prefers having the freedom of an outsider
over the rules and conventions of a group.
[ knew I should be part of a church but I
was reluctant to commit to any.

During the past months, my attitude
about all of this began to shift as I
came to some realizations. Firstly, [ had
no social support network. They say “A
rolling stone gathers no moss” . By the
time I had started coming to MBC, I had not
been attending any church for months. I had
no group of friends to fellowship with and
[ was not meeting up with anyone regularly.
Besides feeling pretty isolated, 1 wasn’ t
growing spiritually at all.

Then a few weeks ago, I was invited by
Michael to go to the leadership retreat. I
was hesitant at first.; my wife had just
given birth to our second child. “Just
come!” , he said. My wife also had some
reservations about the timing but I
explained to her that some spiritual care
and renewal for myself would also help me

take better care of my family, and she
agreed. The funny thing 1s, the morning I
arrived at church to carpool to the retreat,
Annie saw me and said, “Shouldn’ t you be
at home taking care of your wife!”

For the retreat, Rowland Heights
Community Christian Church kindly lent
us their grounds and we began the day
listening to a sermon about unity and how
1t differs from conformity . About 20 of us
were members of MBC' s English congregation
and during our session, we participated in
team building activities, studied spiritual
gifts, and discussed how each of us can
better contribute to the body of Christ.
For one of the activities, we were asked
to pick a bible verse and write it on our
name tags. [ chose Jeremiah 33:3, ‘Call
to Me, and I will answer you, and show you
great and mighty things, which you do not
know.” because | was feeling untethered
and lacking God’ s presence in my life.
Throughout the course of the day, we got
to know each other better and I am glad I
was able to become more familiar with those
[ had been worshipping with every Sunday
but previously knew only on a superficial
level.

As I look back on this retreat, these
things come to mind: First, [ think I’ ve
been living most of my life asa “spiritual
infant” not unlike those that Paul refers
to in 1 Corinthians 3. This is not really a
good thing and I feel I am at a crossroads
right now. Questions and doubts and
misplacement of priorities are hindering
my spiritual growth and these are things I
will need to tackle and receive prayer for.
[ remember one of Pastor Danny’ s earlier
sermons to our church. It was on the topic
of faith and he said, “You have to know
that you know that you know.” [ m not
there yet but I wish I could say that I am.

Reflecting on our discussion of how we
have each been spiritually gifted, I think
God has given me the gifts of leadership
and teaching. I think about Jesus’ parable
of the talents; I know that in the story,
talents they refer to money but if I may
make a parallel to gifts, I don’ t want to
be the guy who buried mine in the ground
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and did nothing with them. One of the
first things I did in the aftermath of the
retreat was getting in touch with Phil and
ask i1f I could sit in on and assist the
English class for Chinese scholars. The
past two Thursdays have been sort of a
happy return to my earlier days teaching
ESL in China. I hope Phil and the rest of
the scholars have been enjoying i1t as much
as I have. Unfortunately, it will end soon
as my paternity leave draws to a close but
I hope new opportunities that are a good fit
for me within MBC will open up. Perhaps its
time | stopped experiencing church merely
as a bystander and started thinking about
how I can participate in the body of Christ
as a servant and contributor.
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Mandarin Baptist Church of San Fernando Valley
9124 Zelzah Ave. Northridge, CA 91325
Tel: (818) 727-2220 Fax: (818) 727- 2222

Website: www.mbcsfv.org



